


Acceleration by Graham McNamee 

It’s a hot, hot summer, and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority’s Lost and 

Found, 17-year-old Duncan is cataloging lost things and sifting through accumulated junk. 

And between Jacob, the cranky old man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes 

overflowing with stuff no one will ever claim, Duncan’s just about had enough. Then he 

finds a little leather book. It’s a diary filled with the dark and dirty secrets of a twisted 

mind, a serial killer stalking his prey in the subway. And Duncan can’t make himself stop 

reading. 

 

What would you do with a book like that? How far would you go to catch a madman? 

 

And what if time was running out. . . . 

Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand 

Atlas Shrugged is the astounding story of a man who said that he would stop the motor of 

the world--and did. Tremendous in scope, breathtaking in its suspense, Atlas Shrugged 

stretches the boundaries further than any book you have ever read. It is a mystery, not 

about the murder of a man's body, but about the murder--and rebirth--of man's spirit. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and 

Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they en-

dure the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as well as in the streets of 

Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to 

each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the 

next generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a wom-

an's love for her family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and 

that in the end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival. A 

stunning accomplishment, A Thousand Splendid Suns is a haunting, heartbreaking, com-

pelling story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship, and an indestructible love . 



Beowulf– Translated by Seamus Heaney 

Composed toward the end of the first millennium, Beowulf is the classic Northern epic of a hero’s 

triumphs as a young warrior and his fated death as a defender of his people. The poem is about 

encountering the monstrous, defeating it, and then having to live on, physically and psychically 

exposed in the exhausted aftermath. It is not hard to draw parallels in this story to the historical 

curve of consciousness in the twentieth century, but the poem also transcends such considera-

tions, telling us psychological and spiritual truths that are permanent and liberating.  

The Bone Thief by Jefferson Bass 
 Dr. Bill Brockton has been called in on a seemingly routine case, to exhume a body 
and obtain a bone sample for a DNA paternity test. But when the coffin is opened, Brockton 

and his colleagues, including his graduate assistant Miranda Lovelady, are stunned to see 
that the corpse has been horribly violated. Brockton’s initial shock gives way to astonishment 

as he uncovers a flourishing and lucrative black market in body parts. At the center of this 
ghoulish empire is a daring and prosperous grave robber. Soon Brockton finds himself drawn 
into the dangerous enterprise when the FBI recruits him to bring down the postmortem chop 
shop—using corpses from the Body Farm as bait in an undercover sting operation. As Brock-

ton struggles to play the unscrupulous role the FBI asks of him, his friend and colleague medi-
cal examiner Eddie Garcia faces a devastating injury that could end his career. Exposed to a 
near-lethal dose of radioactivity, Dr. Garcia has lost most of his right hand and his entire left 

hand. Out of options, he embarks on a desperate quest: both of his ravaged hands will be 
severed at the wrist and replaced with those from a cadaver. But unless suitable ones are 

found soon, the opportunity will be lost. As Brockton delves deep into the clandestine trade, 
he is faced with an agonizing choice: Is he willing to risk an FBI investigation—and his own 

principles—to help his friend? Will he be able to live with himself if he crosses that line? Will 
he be able to live with himself if he doesn’t? And as the criminal case and the medical crisis 

converge, a pair of simpler questions arise: Will Dr. Garcia survive—and will Brockton? 

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 

 A vicious fifteen-year-old droog is the central character of this 1963 classic. In Anthony 

Burgess’s nightmare vision of the future, where the criminals take over after dark, the 

story is told by the central character, Alex, who talks in a brutal invented slang that bril-

liantly renders his and his friends’ social pathology. A Clockwork Orange  is a frightening 

fable about good and evil, and the meaning of human freedom. And when the state un-

dertakes to reform Alex to “redeem” him, the novel asks, “At what cost?” 

 



Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card  

 In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, govern-

ment agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew 

"Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person 

he loves more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the 

soldier-training program but didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbit-

ing Battle School for rigorous military training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and re-

spected in the Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in 

an artificial community of young soldiers Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his 

peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psycho-

logical battles include loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, 

and fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister. Is Ender the general Earth needs? But 

Ender is not the only result of the genetic experiments. The war with the Buggers has been raging 

for a hundred years, and the quest for the perfect general has been underway for almost as long. 

Ender's two older siblings are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different ways. Between 

the three of them lie the abilities to remake a world. If, that is, the world survives. 

Fight Club by Chuck  Palahniuk 

 

The first rule about fight club is you don't talk about fight club. 

Chuck Palahniuk's outrageous and startling debut novel that exploded American literature and 

spawned a movement. Every weekend, in the basements and parking lots of bars across the 

country, young men with white-collar jobs and failed lives take off their shoes and shirts and 

fight each other barehanded just as long as they have to. Then they go back to those jobs with 

blackened eyes and loosened teeth and the sense that they can handle anything. Fight club is 

the invention of Tyler Durden, projectionist, waiter, and dark, anarchic genius, and it's only 

the beginning of his plans for violent revenge on an empty consumer-culture world. 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

Henry Lee is a 12-year-old Chinese boy who falls in love with Keiko Okabe, a 12-year-old Japa-

nese girl, while they are scholarship students at a prestigious private school in World War II 

Seattle. Henry hides the relationship from his parents, who would disown him if they knew he 

had a Japanese friend. His father insists that Henry wear an "I am Chinese" button everywhere 

he goes because Japanese residents of Seattle have begun to be shipped off by the thousands 

to relocation centers. This is an old-fashioned historical novel that alternates between the ear-

ly 1940s and 1984, after Henry's wife Ethel has died of cancer. A particularly appealing aspect 

of the story is young Henry's fascination with jazz and his friendship with Sheldon, an older 

black saxophonist just making a name for himself in the many jazz venues near Henry's home. 

Other aspects of the story are more typical of the genre: the bullies that plague Henry, his lack 

of connection with his father, and later with his own son. 



The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol 

surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in 

line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen 

to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV.  

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she steps forward to 

take her sister’s place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before—and survival, 

for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to she becomes a contender. But if she is to 

win, she will have to start making choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against 

love. 

The Imperfectionists by Tom Rachman 

One of most acclaimed books of the year, Tom Rachman's debut novel follows the topsy-turvy 

private lives of the reporters and editors of an English-language newspaper in Rome.  

The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown 

In this stunning follow-up to the global phenomenon The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown demon-

strates once again why he is the world’s most popular thriller writer. The Lost Symbol is a master-

stroke of storytelling that finds famed symbologist Robert Langdon in a deadly race through a 

real-world labyrinth of codes, secrets, and unseen truths . . . all under the watchful eye of 

Brown’s most terrifying villain to date. Set within the hidden chambers, tunnels, and temples of 

Washington, D.C., The Lost Symbol is an intelligent, lightning-paced story with surprises at every 

turn.  This is Dan Brown’s most exciting novel yet. 

The Magus by John Fowles 

The Magus is the story of Nicholas Urfe, a young Englishman who accepts a teaching 

assignment on a remote Greek island. There his friendship with a local millionaire 

evolves into a deadly game, one in which reality and fantasy are deliberately manipu-

lated, and Nicholas must fight for his sanity and his very survival.  

 



The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett 

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Ken Follett comes this spellbinding epic set in 

twelfth-century England. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of the lives entwined in the 

building of the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has ever known-and a struggle between 

good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against brother.  

The Secret History by Donna Tartt 

Under the influence of their charismatic classics professor, a group of clever, eccentric mis-

fits at an elite New England college discover a way of thinking and living that is a world away 

from the humdrum existence of their contemporaries. But when they go beyond the bound-

aries of normal morality their lives are changed profoundly and forever, and they discover 

how hard it can be to truly live and how easy it is to kill.  

 

She’s Come Undone by Wally Lamb 

Meet Dolores Price. She's 13, wise-mouthed but wounded, having bid her childhood good-

bye. Stranded in front of her bedroom TV, she spends the next few years nourishing herself 

with the Mallomars, potato chips, and Pepsi her anxious mother supplies. When she finally 

orbits into young womanhood at 257 pounds, Dolores is no stronger and life is no kinder. 

But this time she's determined to rise to the occasion and give herself one more chance 

before she really goes under. 

Wish You Well by David Baldacci 

Precocious 12-year-old Louisa Mae Cardinal lives in the hectic New York City of 1940 

with her family. Then tragedy strikes--and Lou and her younger brother, Oz, must go 

with their invalid mother to live on their great-grandmother's farm in the Virginia 

mountains. Suddenly Lou finds herself coming of age in a new landscape, making her 

first true friend, and experiencing adventures tragic, comic, and audacious. But the 

forces of greed and justice are about to clash over her new home . . . and as their 

struggle is played out in a crowded Virginia courtroom, it will determine the future of 

two children, an entire town, and the mountains they love.  



Augustus: The Life of Rome’s First Emperor by Anthony Everitt 

He found Rome made of clay and left it made of marble. As Rome’s first emperor, Augustus 

transformed the unruly Republic into the greatest empire the world had ever seen. His consoli-

dation and expansion of Roman power two thousand years ago laid the foundations, for all of 

Western history to follow. Yet, despite Augustus’s accomplishments, very few biographers have 

concentrated on the man himself, instead choosing to chronicle the age in which he lived. Here, 

Anthony Everitt, the bestselling author of Cicero, gives a spellbinding and intimate account of his 

illustrious subject.  

 

Cleopatra, a Life by  Stacy Shiff 

 Her palace shimmered with onyx, garnets, and gold, but was richer still in political 

and sexual intrigue. Above all else, Cleopatra was a shrewd strategist and an ingenious negoti-

ator. Though her life spanned fewer than forty years, it reshaped the contours of the ancient 

world. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal civil war against the 

first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second. Ultimately she dispensed with an 

ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination were family specialties. Cleopatra appears to 

have had sex with only two men. They happen, however, to have been Julius Caesar and Mark 

Antony, among the most prominent Romans of the day. Both were married to other women. 

Cleopatra had a child with Caesar and--after his murder--three more with his protégé. Already 

she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with Antony confirmed 

her status as the most influential woman of the age. The two would together attempt to forge 

a new empire, in an alliance that spelled their ends. Cleopatra has lodged herself in our imagi-

nations ever since. 

 

Climate Cover-Up: The Crusade to Deny Global Warming  

by James Hoggan with Richard Littlemore 

Talk of global warming is nearly inescapable these days — but there are some who believe 

the concept of climate change is an elaborate hoax. Despite the input of the world’s leading 

climate scientists, the urgings of politicians, and the outcry of many grassroots activists, 

many Americans continue to ignore the warning signs of severe climate shifts. How did this 

happen? Climate Cover-up seeks to answer this question, describing the pollsters and public 

faces who have crafted careful language to refute the findings of environmental scientists. 

Exploring the PR techniques, phony "think tanks," and funding used to pervert scientific fact, 

this book serves as a wake-up call to those who still wish to deny the inconvenient truth. 



Cracking Cases: The Science of Solving Crimes  by Henry C. Lee 

This engrossing book takes readers through the entire investigative process of five murder cases, 

with Dr. Lee as the gruesome tour guide. The cases include the OJ Simpson case and the death of 

an Eastern Airlines pilot.  

 

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 

By Nickolas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 

From two of our most fiercely moral voices, a passionate call to arms against our era’s most 

pervasive human rights violation: the oppression of women and girls in the developing 

world. With Pulitzer Prize winners Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn as our guides, we 

undertake an odyssey through Africa and Asia to meet the extraordinary women struggling 

there, among them a Cambodian teenager sold into sex slavery and an Ethiopian woman 

who suffered devastating injuries in childbirth. Drawing on the breadth of their combined 

reporting experience, Kristof and WuDunn depict our world with anger, sadness, clarity, 

and, ultimately, hope. 

Operation Mincemeat: How a Dead Man and a Bizarre Plan Fooled the Nazis and As-

sured an Allied Victory by Ben Macintyre 

In 1943, from a windowless basement office in London, two brilliant intelligence officers con-

ceived a plan that was both simple and complicated— Operation Mincemeat. The purpose? To 

deceive the Nazis into thinking that Allied forces were planning to attack southern Europe by way 

of Greece or Sardinia, rather than Sicily, as the Nazis had assumed, and the Allies ultimately 

chose. Charles Cholmondeley of MI5 and the British naval intelligence officer Ewen Montagu could 

not have been more different. Cholmondeley was a dreamer seeking adventure. Montagu was an 

aristocratic, detail-oriented barrister. But together they were the perfect team and created an 

ingenious plan: Get a corpse, equip it with secret (but false and misleading) papers concerning the 

invasion, then drop it off the coast of Spain where German spies would, they hoped, take the bait. 

The idea was approved by British intelligence officials, including Ian Fleming (creator of James 

Bond). Winston Churchill believed it might ring true to the Axis and help bring victory to the Allies. 

Filled with spies, double agents, rogues, fearless heroes, and one very important corpse, the story 

of Operation Mincemeat reads like an international thriller. 



The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the  

Oxford English Dictionary by Simon Winchester 

The Professor and the Madman, masterfully researched and eloquently written, is an extraordi-

nary tale of madness, genius, and the incredible obsessions of two remarkable men that led to the 

making of the Oxford English Dictionary -- and literary history. The compilation of the OED began 

in 1857, it was one of the most ambitious projects ever undertaken. As definitions were collected, 

the overseeing committee, led by Professor James Murray, discovered that one man, Dr. W. C. 

Minor, had submitted more than ten thousand. When the committee insisted on honoring him, a 

shocking truth came to light: Dr. Minor, an American Civil War veteran, was also an inmate at an 

asylum for the criminally insane. 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on The Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson 

The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking 

terrain in America–majestic mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you’re going to take a hike, 

it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaing guide you’ll find. He intro-

duces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) 

folks he meets along the way–and a couple of bears. Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods will 

make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a comfortable chair to sit and read in).  

The Water is Wide: A Memoir by Pat Conroy 

The island is nearly deserted, haunting, beautiful. Across a slip of ocean lies South Carolina. But for 

the handful of families on Yamacraw Island, America is a world away. For years the people here 

lived proudly from the sea, but now its waters are not safe. Waste from industry threatens their 

very existence–unless, somehow, they can learn a new life. But they will learn nothing without 

someone to teach them, and their school has no teacher. Here is PAT CONROY’S extraordinary 

drama based on his own experience–the true story of a man who gave a year of his life to an is-

land and the new life its people gave him 

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers 

When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a prosperous Syrian-

American and father of four, chose to stay through the storm to protect his house and con-

tracting business. In the days after the storm, he traveled the flooded streets in a 

secondhand canoe, passing on supplies and helping those he could. A week later, on Sep-

tember 6, 2005, Zeitoun abruptly disappeared. Eggers’s riveting nonfiction book, three years 

in the making, explores Zeitoun’s roots in Syria, his marriage to Kathy — an American who 

converted to Islam — and their children, and the surreal atmosphere (in New Orleans and 

the United States generally) in which what happened to Abdulrahman Zeitoun was possible. 

Like What Is the What, Zeitoun was written in close collaboration with its subjects and in-

volved vast research — in this case, in the United States, Spain, and Syria. 

 



The Devil and Sherlock Holmes: Tales of Murder, Madness and Obsession 

By David Grann 

Whether he’s reporting on the infiltration of the murderous Aryan Brotherhood into the U.S. 

prison system, tracking down a chameleon con artist in Europe, or riding in a cyclone- tossed 

skiff with a scientist hunting the elusive giant squid, David Grann revels in telling stories that 

explore the nature of obsession and that piece together true and unforgettable mysteries.  

Each of the dozen stories in this collection reveals a hidden and often dangerous world and, 

like Into Thin Air and The Orchid Thief, pivots around the gravitational pull of obsession and 

the captivating personalities of those caught in its grip. There is the world’s foremost expert 

on Sherlock Holmes who is found dead in mysterious circumstances; an arson sleuth trying to 

prove that a man about to be executed is innocent; and sandhogs racing to complete the bru-

tally dangerous job of building New York City’s water tunnels before the old system collapses. 

Throughout, Grann’s hypnotic accounts display the power—and often the willful perversity—

of the human spirit. 

Coach Wooden: The 7 Principles That Shaped His Life and Will Change Yours 

By Pat Williams and Jim Denny 

When John Wooden graduated from eighth grade his father gave him a handwritten card 

and said, "Son, try to live up to this." On the card, his father had written seven simple yet 

profound life principles: 

 

Be true to yourself 

Help others 

Make friendship a fine art 

Drink deeply from good books, especially the Bible 

Make each day your masterpiece 

Build a shelter against a rainy day by the life you live 

Give thanks for your blessings and pray for guidance every day 

 

These principles were the key to Coach Wooden's greatness--and his goodness. Through 

powerful stories and advice, this book shares the wisdom that made Wooden happy and 

successful, not just in his career but in life. This inspirational and conversational book will 

encourage, challenge, and motivate you to build these principles into your own life so 

that you can impact the lives of others.  
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